
TERMINAL ILLNESS AND GRIEF 
 

Dealing with grief or the news of terminal illness, whether it be one’s own 
or that of a loved one, requires the consolation and comfort that only God 
can provide. The following verses focus on the assurance of our Heavenly 
Father’s faithful love and continual care. 

 

We depend upon the Lord alone to save us. Only he can help us; he 
protects us like a shield. No wonder we are happy in the Lord! For we are 
trusting him. We trust his holy name. Yes, Lord, let your constant love 
surround us, for our hopes are in you alone.   Psalm 33:20-22 TLB 
 
Yes, the Lord hears the good man when he calls to him for help and saves 
him out of all his troubles. The Lord is close to those whose hearts are 
breaking; he rescues those who are humbly sorry for their sins.  
 Psalm 34:17-18 TLB 
 
But now the Lord who created you, O Israel, says, "Don't be afraid, for I 
have ransomed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. When you 
go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When you go 
through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk through the 
fire of oppression, you will not be burned up--the flames will not consume 
you. For I am the Lord your God, your Savior, the Holy One of Israel.   
Isaiah 43:1-3a  TLB 
 
Come to me and I will give you rest--all of you who work so hard beneath a 
heavy yoke. Wear my yoke--for it fits perfectly--and let me teach you; for I 
am gentle and humble, and you shall find rest for your souls;  
Matthew 11:28-29  TLB 
 
When Mary arrived where Jesus was, she fell down at his feet, saying, "Sir, 
if you had been here, my brother would still be alive." When Jesus saw her 
weeping and the Jewish leaders wailing with her, he was moved with 
indignation and deeply troubled. "Where is he buried?" he asked them. 
They told him, "Come and see." Tears came to Jesus' eyes. 
 John 11:32-35 TLB 
 



For I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from his love. Death 
can't, and life can't. The angels won't, and all the powers of hell itself 
cannot keep God's love away. Our fears for today, our worries about 
tomorrow, or where we are--high above the sky, or in the deepest ocean--
nothing will ever be able to separate us from the love of God demonstrated 
by our Lord Jesus Christ when he died for us.  Romans 8:38-39 TLB 
  
What a wonderful God we have--he is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the source of every mercy, and the one who so wonderfully comforts and 
strengthens us in our hardships and trials. And why does he do this? So 
that when others are troubled, needing our sympathy and encouragement, 
we can pass on to them this same help and comfort God has given us.   
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 TLB 
 
If you will humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, in his good 
time he will lift you up. Let him have all your worries and cares, for he is 
always thinking about you and watching everything that concerns you.   
1 Peter 5:6-7 TLB 
 
Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell God your 
needs, and don't forget to thank him for his answers. If you do this, you will 
experience God's peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind 
can understand. His peace will keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet 
and at rest as you trust in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 TLB 
 
“Let not your heart be troubled. You are trusting God, now trust in me. 
There are many homes up there where my Father lives, and I am going to 
prepare them for your coming. When everything is ready, then I will come 
and get you, so that you can always be with me where I am. If this weren't 
so, I would tell you plainly.”  John 14:1-3 TLB 
 
For his Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and tells us that we 
really are God's children. And since we are his children, we will share his 
treasures--for all God gives to his Son Jesus is now ours too. But if we are 
to share his glory, we must also share his suffering. Yet what we suffer 
now is nothing compared to the glory he will give us later.   
Romans 8:16-18 TLB 
 
 
 
 
 


